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THIRD SECTOR NEWS 

 

 
BBC MAKE A DIFFERENCE AWARDS 2025 
Deadline for nominations: 31 March 2025, 5pm 
Do you know someone who has made a difference? This is a fantastic chance to nominate 
someone in your community. and make sure they get the recognition they deserve.   
 

 
ENERGY SAVING TRUST RE-AWARDED CARES CONTRACT 
 
The Energy Saving Trust has been re-awarded the contract to manage the Scottish 
Government’s Community and Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES) for the next four years. 
In addition to funding, CARES will support communities through every stage of their renewable 
energy projects. This includes a range of online resources and access to free, impartial advice 
and guidance from local development officers and Local Energy Scotland experts. 
 

 
 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE CHARITY REGULATOR 

 
GUIDANCE ON CHARITY TRUSTEE DISQUALIFICATION 
 
The Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) has updated its guidance on the rules that automatically 
disqualify individuals from serving as charity trustees. The guidance covers the definition of a 
charity trustee, the current disqualification criteria, when exemptions apply and how exemption 
decisions are made. 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3M4QTQxVtH3z7nbyZjDDS4p/make-a-difference-awards
https://localenergy.scot/energy-saving-trust-re-awarded-contract-to-continue-managing-the-scottish-governments-community-and-renewable-energy-scheme/
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQs8meARiFt8b9ASCazLQf8syGaUUVt56e3mj-clPt6bjdauLXEVBS_pI4F9erbnI
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQs8meARiFt8b9ASCbzLQfmTz90GFXO3gg1SzHqe4P7Z5ulnClLy42CFoJ2mUcgeg
https://www.oscr.org.uk/news/guidance-on-charity-trustee-disqualification/


 
2 

 

 

 

RESOURCES 

 
CARERS SCOTLAND RESEARCH REPORT:   'STATE OF CARING IN SCOTLAND 2024: 
PAID WORK AND ACCESS TO EMPLOYMENT FOR UNPAID CARERS’ 
 
This is the first report based on the 2024 State of Caring survey.  To mark Carers UK's 60th 
Anniversary in Scotland in 2025 they are sharing the stories of carers across the nation. Read 
them here. 
 

 
HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS ENTERPRISE - DIGITAL TOURISM SPECIALIST ADVICE 
 
This service offers up to 3 days of free one-to-one specialist digital advice for small and medium-
sized businesses in the tourism sector. You'll get to speak to digital experts from several 
disciplines who will help you understand your options and develop and exploit digital 
opportunities for growth. 
 

 

 

 
FORTHCOMING TRAINING AND EVENTS 

 

 

https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-th/
https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-tk/
https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-tk/
https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-tu/
https://updates.scotent.co.uk/c/AQjijRYQzdY0GPeK60Qgnb3JBS8su9_d1fAvj1__N9LlW-84QifCMsp9Q-YqTUnlj4nn
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NOTICE: SHETLANDPEERIEMAKKERS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2025 
 
Thursday 27th March, 13:00, Boardroom @ Mareel 
 
Please email info@shetlandpeeriemakkers.org to confirm attendance, especially if you have 
access requirements that we can help you with. 
 

 
SCVO FREE TRAINING 
 
DIGISHIFT 88: BUILDING SUCCESSFUL DIGITAL CAMPAIGNS IN CHANGING 
TIMES,  10:00-11:00, 26 MARCH 2025, ONLINE 
 
In 2025, the social media and wider digital landscape continues to change more rapidly than ever. 
In this expert-led session, we’ll look at how to build successful digital campaigns in 2025, covering 
the core insights, strategies, and approaches you need to thrive in a rapidly changing environment 
- in particular recent changes to Meta and X.  
 

 
THRE – THIRD SECTOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND EQUALITIES  
  
THRE Training Coming Up Soon:  

 Thursday, 20 March: Governance 

 Wednesday, 26 March: The Basics 

 Wednesday, 2 April: Funding and Fundraising 

 Monday, 7 April: PANEL Workshop 

 Wednesday, 16 and 17th April: The Basics: (over 2 half days) 

  

https://trackingservice.monday.com/tracker/link?token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJvcmlnaW5hbFVybCI6Im1haWx0bzppbmZvQHNoZXRsYW5kcGVlcmllbWFra2Vycy5vcmciLCJlbWFpbElkIjoiYzIzNDRhNDUtNGE0Yy00OWU4LTk4YmQtOTIxZTI4ZDRjNzQwIiwiaWF0IjoxNzQxMjc5MTAzfQ.M9Jnbg6SFsxFwCQyiTYfa0aHDBtvFJK5UbM1cFa3FC8&r=euc1
https://scvo.scot/events-training/calendar/a1vP100000H9q43IAB/digishift-88-building-successful-digital-campaigns-in-changing-times
https://scvo.scot/events-training/calendar/a1vP100000H9q43IAB/digishift-88-building-successful-digital-campaigns-in-changing-times
https://gcvs.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=239c05d4a3f8291346f83f0db&id=1c5e49b2ec&e=6076a47f77
https://gcvs.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=239c05d4a3f8291346f83f0db&id=4012db8daa&e=6076a47f77
https://gcvs.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=239c05d4a3f8291346f83f0db&id=8689cd7500&e=6076a47f77
https://gcvs.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=239c05d4a3f8291346f83f0db&id=d29efc1bb2&e=6076a47f77
https://gcvs.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=239c05d4a3f8291346f83f0db&id=d0a47ccd13&e=6076a47f77
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CHILDREN IN NEED BIG SKY GRANTS - INFO SESSIONS 
 
BBC CHILDREN IN NEED – BIG SKY GRANT FUND 
 
This programme will offer grants of up to £5,000 to support the emotional wellbeing and mental 
health of children aged 8-13 living in island and remote rural communities. 
 
Grants are for early support to prevent problems developing at a later stage and could be through 
things like sports groups, art classes, and youth clubs.  This is also part of our commitment to 
funding grassroots organisations who provide vital positive relationships to support children and 
young people. 
 
The programme in Scotland is already open to those working in Orkney, Shetland, the Western 
Isles, Highland and Argyll & Bute.  It is now opening to those in Dumfries & Galloway, 
Aberdeenshire, Perth & Kinross, Moray, Scottish Borders, East Ayrshire, North Ayrshire, South 
Ayrshire, South Lanarkshire, Angus and Stirling.  
  
 
Applications will be by invitation only.  BBC CiN Scotland are running information sessions and 
encourage organisations interested in applying (or curious to learn more!) to join us.  The sessions 
will cover who the fund is for, what types of work it can support and how to apply.  There will also 
be opportunities to ask questions and speak to the BBC CiN Scotland Grant Officers. 
  
Big Sky Information Sessions (online via Teams) Dates: 

 Option 1:  Thursday 20th March 14.00 - 14.45 

 Option 2:  Tuesday 1st April 11.00 - 11.45 

To register please e-mail cin.scotland@bbc.co.uk with your name, organisation, and the session 
you would like to attend.  If you have any accessibility needs, please let us know.  
 

 
SOCIAL ENTERPRISE SCOTLAND 
 
HUMAN LEARNING SYSTEMS AND EMPLOYABILITY, TUESDAY 25 MARCH | 14:00 – 15:00, 
ONLINE 
Online event hosted in partnership by Third Sector Employability Forum (TSEF), the TSI Network 
and Social Enterprise Scotland. Human Learning Systems has emerged in recent years as an 
alternative approach to public management which embraces the complexity of the real world and 
applies a continuous improvement mindset to how we navigate this. Participants at this workshop 
will learn about Human Learning Systems theory and methodology as well as exploring practical 
examples of how it is being applied in Scotland. 
 
CONSULTATION WEBINAR: COMMUNITY BENEFIT FROM NET ZERO ENERGY, 
THURSDAY 27 MARCH | 14:00 – 15:00, ONLINE 
This consultation is part of a Scottish Government review of the Good Practice Principles for 
onshore and offshore renewable energy, which seeks to ensure that Scottish Government 
guidance helps communities and developers get the best from community benefits. 
Whilst we ask would these benefits will look like to social enterprises and our sector. 
 
TUESDAY 1 APRIL | 17:30 – 20:00, SOCIAL ENTERPRISE CROSS-PARTY GROUP 
MEETING: COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP, IN PERSON AND ONLINE 
The next Social Enterprise CPG meeting will be on 1st April 2025 in the Scottish Parliament, 
Committee Room 2. This will open with our conversation on Community Ownership with 5 
speakers and then a Q&A session. 
 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/grants/the-work-we-do/our-focussed-funding/a-million-and-me/a-million-and-me-partners-and-collaborations/big-sky-programme/
mailto:cin.scotland@bbc.co.uk
https://socialenterprise.scot/event/human-learning-systems-and-employability/
https://socialenterprise.scot/event/human-learning-systems-and-employability/
https://www.humanlearning.systems/overview/
https://socialenterprise.scot/event/consultation-webinar-community-benefit-from-net-zero-energy/
https://socialenterprise.scot/event/consultation-webinar-community-benefit-from-net-zero-energy/
https://socialenterprise.scot/event/social-enterprise-cpg-community-ownership/
https://socialenterprise.scot/event/social-enterprise-cpg-community-ownership/
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WEDNESDAY 2 APRIL | 11:00 – 12:00, PRACTICAL STEPS TO BECOMING A 
NEUROINCLUSIVE EMPLOYER: THE WELCOME TO WORK PLEDGE, ONLINE 
 
This webinar – hosted by Welcome Brain, advocates for neurodiversity, inclusion, and the 
realisation of untapped potential – will explore why neuroinclusive hiring matters and the practical 
steps you can take—from writing clearer job postings to fairer shortlisting and interview practices. 
 

 
NATIONAL RURAL MENTAL HEALTH FORUM - ONLINE - MARCH 26TH, 11AM 
 
The next National Rural Mental Health Forum will be on Wednesday March 26th, 11 am. The topic 
will be the Suicide Bereavement Service and also SeeMe Scotland on Supporting Workplaces in 
Rural Scotland to Tackle Mental Health Stigma. 
 

 
VOLUNTARY HEALTH SCOTLAND: MISSINGNESS IN HEALTHCARE EVENT - MARCH 26TH 
ONLINE, 10.30AM - 12PM  
 
Exploring missingness in healthcare and the impact on health inequalities. Guest speaker is 
Professor Andrea Williamson, Professor of General Practice and Inclusion Health at the University 
of Glasgow. 
 

 
THRIVING VILLAGE HALLS: INSPIRING INCOME IDEAS WORKSHOP TICKETS, THURSDAY 
20 MARCH  2025 AT 1:00 PM 
 
A FREE online event, which is being held as part of Village Halls Week 2025. On 20th March 1-
2pm, Scottish Rural Action (SRA) is partnering with Social Enterprise Scotland (SES) and three 
very inspiring speakers, to celebrate our wonderful village halls, and the people who run them. 
 
To sign up, please visit Eventbrite: Thriving Village Halls: Inspiring Income Ideas Workshop 
Tickets, Thu, Mar 20, 2025 at 1:00 PM | Eventbrite. This event is open to anyone who would like 
to attend, therefore feel free to share with your network. If you have any questions or would like to 
discuss your access or participation requirements, please email Nikki nikki@sra.scot or phone 
07799137779.  
 

 
CYRENIANS SCOTTISH CENTRE FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION (SCCR), DIGITAL ONLINE 
CONFERENCE OF FREE EVENTS THIS MARCH!  
 
‘Can’t not ‘won’t – is there a choice? Or is there a barrier?’ features talks, workshops and Q&A’s 
hosted by highly regarded speakers in their field who will talk from their heart with great 
knowledge and experience.  
 
Young Carers: Give me a Break – 18th March 11:00 
This event is with Lorna Gibson, Young Carer Network Coordinator at Carers Trust Scotland. This 
event will give an oversite of who young carers are and the challenges they may face. You will 
also hear about some of the National work, legislation and support available for young carers and 
their families. The event will be followed by a Q&A. Reserve a free place here. 
 
It Takes all Kind of Minds (Neurodiversity Workshop) – 20th March 15:00 
This event is with Nelly Whaley, Training Manager at Salvesen Mindroom Centre. In this virtual 
workshop, we will explore how you can begin to take a more holistic, strengths-based approach to 
supporting neurodivergent individuals. You will expand your knowledge and understanding of 
neurodiversity and be encouraged to reflect on how your practice can promote inclusion and 
acceptance. The event will be followed by a Q&A. Reserve a free place here. 
 

https://socialenterprise.scot/event/practical-steps-to-becoming-a-neuroinclusive-employer-the-welcome-to-work-pledge
https://socialenterprise.scot/event/practical-steps-to-becoming-a-neuroinclusive-employer-the-welcome-to-work-pledge
https://welcomebrain.com/
https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-jl/
https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-yk/
https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-yk/
https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-x/
https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-x/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thriving-village-halls-inspiring-income-ideas-workshop-tickets-1262759410389?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3lSKeAn3aIujbnHFpdtu0T78rEyt6CE1ZqJ2RZCfGJV2uCXxBTKwr5d6s_aem_LIG5eIc68z2zl7ro-la0jA
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thriving-village-halls-inspiring-income-ideas-workshop-tickets-1262759410389?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3lSKeAn3aIujbnHFpdtu0T78rEyt6CE1ZqJ2RZCfGJV2uCXxBTKwr5d6s_aem_LIG5eIc68z2zl7ro-la0jA
https://acre.org.uk/village-halls-week-2025/
https://socialenterprise.scot/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thriving-village-halls-inspiring-income-ideas-workshop-tickets-1262759410389?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3lSKeAn3aIujbnHFpdtu0T78rEyt6CE1ZqJ2RZCfGJV2uCXxBTKwr5d6s_aem_LIG5eIc68z2zl7ro-la0jA
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thriving-village-halls-inspiring-income-ideas-workshop-tickets-1262759410389?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3lSKeAn3aIujbnHFpdtu0T78rEyt6CE1ZqJ2RZCfGJV2uCXxBTKwr5d6s_aem_LIG5eIc68z2zl7ro-la0jA
mailto:nikki@sra.scot
https://www.scottishconflictresolution.org.uk/sccr-online-conference-2025-908c6e90-692c-434b-a440-a866dd681fa2
https://www.scottishconflictresolution.org.uk/sccr-online-conference-2025-908c6e90-692c-434b-a440-a866dd681fa2
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1246218937389?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1255502143709?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Flipping the Script – 25th March 10:00 
This event is with SCCR's Aimee McDonald, Emotional Health and Wellbeing Lead and Katie 
Walker, Learning Facilitator. Join us for a session designed to equip both parents and 
professionals with the tools to foster positive interactions, manage challenging behaviours, and 
create an environment of growth and understanding. The event will be followed by a Q&A. You 
can reserve a free place at Aimee and Katie’s online event by clicking here. 
 
Balancing Screen Time – 26th March 10:00 
This event is with Sheena Peckham, Content Lead at Internet Matters. Understanding children’s 
and young people’s relationship with digital is key to finding common ground when it comes to 
managing screen time. In this session, we’ll explore the digital landscape, what ‘screen time’ 
actually means and what balanced screen time looks like along with tools to support children and 
young people’s wellbeing when it comes to screens. The event will be followed by a Q&A. You 
can reserve a free place at Sheena’s online event by clicking here. 
 

 
JUST ENTERPRISE TRAINING 
 
BUDGETING FOR YOUR ORGANISATION, ONLINE WORKSHOP, NEXT DATE: 31ST MARCH 
In enterprise it’s critical to know how to manage money, in fact budgeting is the cornerstone of any 
organisation’s financial planning and reporting. This practical workshop will set you on the path to 
budgeting with confidence. 
 
 
FREE E-LEARNING FROM JUST ENTERPRISE 
 
Prefer to learn at a time, place and pace of your own choosing?  Just Enterprise eLearning 
programmes are split into short, focused modules that help you fit essential training into your busy 
schedule. Choose the courses that are relevant to you and your organisation and learn at your 
own pace via desktop, laptop, tablet or smartphone. 
REGISTER NOW 
 

 
SCVO 
 
FURTHERING FINANCIAL RESILIENCE AND THE IMPORTANT ROLE OF INVESTMENTS, 18 
MARCH, 13.00 - 14.00, ONLINE, FREE 
SCVO will explore how charities of all shapes and sizes can optimise their assets to support 
greater financial resilience.  
 
SCVO WEBINAR RECORDING: NEW LAWS ON DISCLOSURE AND PROTECTION OF 
VULNERABLE GROUPS 
 

 
FREE GAMBLING/GAMING HARM THIRD SECTOR EVENT -  THURS 27TH MARCH 2024 - 
10AM TO 11.30AM - MARKET HOUSE TRAINING ROOM FACE TO FACE SESSION 
 
Fast Forward is a charity working in prevention and education of gambling and gaming harm in 
Scotland. We will be working with children, young people, families, communities and practitioners 
across Shetland. We are holding an event Thursday 27th March 25 at the Market House to raise 
awareness of gambling, gaming and its impact on our communities. We are inviting the third 
sector along to this interactive workshop with lots of space for discussion. 
 
There is also availability to book a more in-depth session for your staff teams if feel that would be 
beneficial.  Please contact dawn.smith@shetland.gov.uk who can put you in touch with Fran at 
FastForward. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1255629604949?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1246987967579?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://justenterprise.org/events/event/budgeting-for-your-organisation-and-funding-applications
https://justenterprise.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=67b15303eac2570dd82899942&id=1f4fb18f66&e=f1605cdb34
https://justenterprise.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=67b15303eac2570dd82899942&id=1f4fb18f66&e=f1605cdb34
https://justenterprise.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=67b15303eac2570dd82899942&id=2157b3aac1&e=f1605cdb34
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/-important-role-of-investments/sqclg9/1863290222/h/shxVRMLdLs81rDNt0qZp7q69EuD6zQ6C7GdOAiKhPgk
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/-important-role-of-investments/sqclg9/1863290222/h/shxVRMLdLs81rDNt0qZp7q69EuD6zQ6C7GdOAiKhPgk
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/watch-v-mhvxY-O4wQE/sqclh3/1863290222/h/shxVRMLdLs81rDNt0qZp7q69EuD6zQ6C7GdOAiKhPgk
https://go.scvo.scot/e/566562/watch-v-mhvxY-O4wQE/sqclh3/1863290222/h/shxVRMLdLs81rDNt0qZp7q69EuD6zQ6C7GdOAiKhPgk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1237146942809?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1237146942809?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:dawn.smith@shetland.gov.uk
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CLIMATE RELATED NEWS, EVENTS & TRAINING 

 
COMMUNITY ACTION FOR A GREENER FUTURE, SATURDAY THE 29TH OF MARCH, 
SCALLOWAY HALL FROM 11 – 2.30PM 
 
The event is aimed at community organizations who are involved or want to get involved in climate 
action. We will have a good range of agencies working locally with communities and climate 
related initiatives in the same room. The agencies are: 

 Highlands and Islands Climate Hub 

 Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) 

 Voluntary Action Shetland (VAS) 

 SIC Community Planning and Development 

 Island Centre for Net Zero (ICNZ) 

 Community Energy Scotland (CES) 

 Local Energy Scotland 

 SIC Climate Team 

We will also have community groups telling us about their experience with climate related projects.  
Food and drink will be provided, please let us know if you have any dietary requirements. 
Please sign up to the event here: Community action for a greener future Tickets, Sat, Mar 29, 
2025 at 11:00 AM | Eventbrite 
 
This event is put on by Highlands and Islands Climate Hub, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and 
Shetland Islands Council. If you’ve got any questions, contact andrea@hiclimatehub.co.uk or 
frances.browne@shetland.gov.uk, t: 01595745717. 
 

 
CLIMATE OUTREACH  
 
WORKSHOP ON HOW TO EARN TRUST IN A CLIMATE OF DISTRUST 
 
To transition to a low-carbon society, we need to be able to trust the wide range of people and 
organisations that can help get us there. But trust is at an all-time low. The story we're hearing 
around the world is of progress stalling, or going into reverse. Despite everyone's best efforts, 
climate messages aren’t always landing as we want. Climate Outreach and The Connectives are 
excited to bring you a new workshop that will help you inspire hope, credibility, and connection 
through powerful communication.  We currently have two dates with limited spaces; find out more 
and book below: 

📅 22 April, 14:00 - 16:30 UK time - book here 

📅 20 May, 14:00 - 16:30 UK time - book here 

 
WHAT CLIMATE STORY DO WE NEED TO TELL NOW? GUIDE : WHAT IS THE CLIMATE 
STORY IN 2025 
 
What are the most mission critical and real world communications and engagement tasks we need 
to deliver on climate, energy and nature? And who needs to do them and how? These are some 
of the questions that, along with our partner Green Alliance, we asked 20 UK experts from 
academia, journalism, business and campaigning. 
 

  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-action-for-a-greener-future-tickets-1262281962329?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-action-for-a-greener-future-tickets-1262281962329?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-action-for-a-greener-future-tickets-1262281962329?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-action-for-a-greener-future-tickets-1262281962329?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:andrea@hiclimatehub.co.uk
mailto:frances.browne@shetland.gov.uk
https://crm.climateoutreach.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=11739&qid=1837333
https://crm.climateoutreach.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=11740&qid=1837333
https://climateoutreach.org/reports/what-is-the-climate-story-in-2025/
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THRE CLIMATE CHANGE RESOURCES 
 
Environmental rights are human rights. Climate change is undoubtedly having an impact on the 
communities we work with and support from it’s impacts on food production and water supplies to 
rising sea levels and increased volatility in weather systems. THRE is producing information to 
support you in understanding the impacts that climate change is having on the people you work 
with and support. 
 

 
INTRODUCTORY GUIDE TO CARBON FOOTPRINTING 
 
Scottish Enterprise’s insight guide provides an introduction for businesses to the carbon 
footprinting process. It discusses what an organisational carbon footprint is, why businesses 
should calculate theirs and how they should go about doing it. 
 

 
THE STATE OF THE SECTOR 2025 PORTAL IS OPEN 
 
The State of the Sector 2025 portal from Community Energy Scotland is open!  Community 
Energy Scotland is encouraging organisations to share information about community energy 
projects that they are involved in or are actively developing. Organisations can update details 
about existing projects or add new projects at any time. The data provided will be used to help 
build a strong evidence base for community energy. 
 

 
LOCAL ENERGY SCOTLAND 
 
WATCH OUR RECORDING OF 'OPTIMISING YOUR HEAT PUMP' WEBINAR  
 
Learn how to optimise the performance of your heat pump after it has been installed. We'll discuss 
heat pump maintenance, monitoring performance, common challenges and more. The webinar is 
targeted towards groups that have installed a heat pump in a community building but will also be 
of interest to those that plan to have one installed. 
 

 
HOME ENERGY SCOTLAND’S ONLINE ADVICE HUB 
 
Home Energy Scotland, an energy advice service funded by the Scottish Government, has 
improved its online advice hub to make it easier for users to discover ways to reduce their 
household energy costs and create a warmer home. 
 
The advice hub is free to use and features a range of tools to help householders to start their 
energy saving journey by giving tailored advice. They can: 

 take a home energy check to find out what energy saving improvements might be suitable 
for their home 

 find out what funding is available in their area, including grants and loans from the Scottish 
Government 

 check whether they could be eligible for Warmer Homes Scotland, if they’re struggling to 
heat their home. 

 
 
 

https://thre.org.uk/topic/climate-change/
https://updates.scotent.co.uk/c/AQjijRYQzdY0GPeK60Qgn73JBRnR-FZfYYw3uZz81YjmrMOv7kVdIjPpK8hDhb-KgxSs
https://sots.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/scotland/home
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQs8meARiFt8b9ASCjzLQfyjaKKOma4Hs3YI4CduXnkQEcOzMIwPgSUPh8hKX65YU
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQs8meARiFt8b9ASCkzLQfMNgdXF4lWyaooZn3lRDeRJZDzgpE7bLDm5gqLXCsFrI
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQs8meARiFt8b9ASCkzLQfMNgdXF4lWyaooZn3lRDeRJZDzgpE7bLDm5gqLXCsFrI
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQs8meARiFt8b9ASCkzLQfMNgdXF4lWyaooZn3lRDeRJZDzgpE7bLDm5gqLXCsFrI
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQs8meARiFt8b9ASCmzLQfSb-ZefVf4Y-VNKbETYFYiVQ8RIbqwlzwpkmeU3Irc2Y
https://homeenergyscotland-advice.est.org.uk/
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQs8meARiFt8b9ASCozLQfzFcEu1uu_8KLRgcy5BhavgioRpGPKkgNG-5ybEtbuy4
https://email.localenergy.scot/c/AQik3gcQs8meARiFt8b9ASCnzLQfxXlSTgOrCyqeUj5UXsk4ZxSSHSE5s7xR0iZVxZyW81I
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES/ VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
BECOME AN #iWILL AMBASSADOR TODAY AND JOIN A COMMUNITY OF 1000 YOUNG 
CHANGEMAKERS ACROSS THE UK 
 
Applications for 2025 Scottish #IWill ambassadors are now open!! This may be a great opportunity 
for the young people (aged 10 - 24)  you work with directly or to pass on to colleagues/partners 

who work directly with young people😊 

 
#IWill is a UK wide national movement working to ensure every young person is equipped and 
enabled to shape and lead change in their own lives and communities. 
 
Each year, #IWill recruit young people aged 10-24 from all across the UK as #IWill Ambassadors. 
They come from a variety of backgrounds, but all have one thing in common – a passion to make 
a difference to communities and society. #IWill ambassadors lead and grow the movement. Their 
vision is a society where all young people can shape and lead change in their lives and 
communities. Central to this is inspiring other young people to get involved in social action in their 
communities. As leaders, #IWill ambassadors use their social action experiences and our 
platforms to encourage and inspire young people in their communities and to help change the 
views and perceptions of young people in wider society! 
 
#IWill is a UK wide movement but we're proud to have our own identity as #IWill Scotland. 
Attached is an application pack with fuller details on the movement, the ambassador role and what 
to expect.  
 
SEE #IWILL AMBASSADOR RECRUITMENT FOR HOW TO APPLY!  
 

 
 
 

 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT NEWS 

 
REPORTS 
 

 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT REPORT ON POPULATION POLICIES  
The Scottish Government has published a report on the policy system which characterises 
Scotland’s attempt to foster the geographical balance of population, as set out in the Scottish 
Government’s Population Strategy. The report, published by the independent Expert Advisory 
Group on Migration and Population, explores Scotland's institutional and policy landscape with 
regards to population.  
 

 
LEGISLATION 
 

 
NCS BILL RENAMED CARE REFORM (SCOTLAND) BILL AFTER STAGE 2 
CONSIDERATION 
The National Care Service (Scotland) Bill completed Stage 2 consideration on March 4th and due 
to a government amendment, the bill will now be referred to as the Care Reform (Scotland) Bill. 
View the Official Report and Minutes from the Health, Social Care and Sport Committee’s 
consideration of the bill. 

https://www.iwill.org.uk/be-an-ambassador/
https://www.iwill.org.uk/be-an-ambassador/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youthlink.scot%2Fnews%2Fiwill-ambassador-recruitment-2%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAyesha.Huda%40shetland.gov.uk%7Cc98f63f8e9584d638f0e08dd623e4f45%7C4de7f3ac9e12481cb2f1b2419c1a1c21%7C0%7C0%7C638774741975289058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FlB8gQZ1Y%2B1dwFcu%2B2SxkuBrPTQk6VmqkjrOwPPASEI%3D&reserved=0
https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-il/
https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-ir/
https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-iy/
https://voluntaryhealthscotland.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wfjrg-djiulkdkiu-ij/
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CALLS FOR VIEWS: THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT IS OPEN TO HEARING YOUR VIEWS ON 
A RANGE OF TOPICS:  
 

 
A RIGHT TO YOUTH WORK IN SCOTLAND 
Deadline for responses has been extended to 31st March 
 
Scottish Labour MSP Martin Whitfield has launched a public consultation on the proposed Youth 
Work (Scotland) Bill, and he has created two short surveys to make it quick and easy for you to 
respond! One survey is for young people to share their views. 
The other is for everyone who cares about youth work—youth workers, parents, educators, and 
supporters. 
 
Each survey takes just 5 minutes, so this is your chance to make your voice heard on the future of 
youth work in Scotland. 

 For young people. 

 For everyone else who cares about youth work. 

 
TERTIARY EDUCATION AND TRAINING (FUNDING AND GOVERNANCE) (SCOTLAND) BILL 
Closes: 11 April 2025 
 
The Education, Children and Young People Committee is looking at the Tertiary Education and 
Training (Funding and Governance) (Scotland) Bill and wants to hear your views. This bill seeks to 
simplify the funding landscape for post-school education and training.  
 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/proposals-for-bills
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/proposals-for-bills
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/78X9Y9V
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6BJGNZB
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxsj02upCAURleDk0oZvIDogEF3VdyGucJ9ShrR8PM67r5juoZvenJyvnzOcPulGjKdllyrsVei2cyXJiRErkENllQ3InByatFajn0_jI03wEFxgKHrgQvRWqkW7iTXQMLqRTLJI_3N7YkpeNwpljbbozTBbKWcmYlfDCYG03XU9O1_MBlMZK-TwVQoFY_pepKrFos_4hOje5aEPvq4PhcfAoPJHjHXUOa7drfFTSjnYw4-_pkLrky8tXVAxPXAoK9lny3uJ_o1MvGm3zUEKj4-YHhMtKSK6XrcNz_uTs7X_TZ39OED81GTJSber_9jTTJ4Ud6w3apDJnneqASMrj3S2hTT8YHBS3LdM3jx5tvAvwAAAP__7AF9Tw
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxc0Muq2zAQBuCnkTfBRh5JVrLwok3wa4SRNI1FdTG6nJC3Lzk9UE53c_l-Bsat3P5SA62zllyry6LEsK9mUYsCicY4CRpnq81l5pobAnVRFzf4FTgoDnCeF-BCTFYqw53kGkhYbSSTPNGzTgeW4DFSalO1uQ1h3Vs7KhM_GGwMtufz-b9hsNkdo6EyYnKjzTH61ojqe_Gt6aVQap_qKPThc6_feaVafU7jMpLrFtu7trsPrlD6jL1yT4_xoHwE-hdlYrM5Ua35Hnz6fW_4YOJmHRBxfV4YLL3Fu8V4oH8kJm70s4dAzacTnE8bmdKxvE7vF33ZSM73-JYRffga1tyLJSZu17_HhrLii-qO094dMsnrTi1gclMuj6GtMz8zuEquFwZXPnys8CcAAP__cHOT-Q
https://email.news.parliament.scot/c/eJxckMuuozAMQL8mbCqQa0OgCxYzrfiNyk1ciCaEKo-L-vcj7nQ2d2Xp6OjYsh3BPLtKxnPfQt9ddEfVMpImGujMz6EFujBo0120pU4GbRA0VW5EwA4Qh7NGIGpM2z3AttCjkOkfrWohyJ6aF0fveJWQm2S2XPlxyfmVFP1SOCmc9n3_6SicHs77VHOwtec9_QcKp6QVTllidhzftdhiOLstfKs5sgsuzPWzBHvMA87bl8TAwUh9tP3BjpiiyWxBUtru3oU_98yzoptFEegHbRXqkte74fXFbg6KbvK7eC_ZhRMOp0kesXB8n44vfNxVrCvrYa7s_AemrUQjim7Xf8uqOPJb0sLNUiyrFtIi30c1W5yrPJ5hUHhtodcKr1B9jfg3AAD__2cIh1I

