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VOLUNTARY ACTION SHETLAND VOLUNTEERING AWARDS 2026
RULES AND CRITERIA

Volunteering is a freewill activity which benefits the community, society at large or an individual other than the volunteer or a member of their family, there should not be an expectation to do it.  It is not undertaken for financial gain.  No payment can be made to volunteers, except reimbursement of reasonable expenses.  

1. The Award is entitled the Voluntary Action Shetland Volunteering Awards (VAS-VA) 
2. The Award comprises two categories Willin Haands Adults 26 and over and Peerie Trows Children 11 and under.
3. The awards are open to volunteers in the age brackets in (2) who are actively volunteering in Shetland either formally or informally. 
4. Anyone is free to nominate, although you cannot nominate yourself.
5. Everyone nominated and meeting the criteria will receive a certificate.
6. Nominees will receive their award through the post, online, or by a visit from VAS Volunteering staff.  They will be contacted prior to this and they will receive their certificate by their preferred option.
7. Information provided by you in the nomination will be used for the purpose of the VAS-VA .
8. Awardees stories will be published on Voluntary Action Shetland’s (VAS) website and social media pages and will be shared with the local press and other promotional channels.  Awardees will be contacted to request a photo of them with their certificate.  If a photo is supplied it will be shared on VAS’s website, social media, local press and other promotional channels.
9. No responsibility or liability will be accepted for nominations that are not received by us or are lost in transmission for any reason.  Proof of sending or transmission is not accepted as proof of entry.  Corrupted, damaged, unintelligible or incomplete nominations will be invalid.

10. Awards are given out at the discretion of Voluntary Action Shetland any decision will be final.
11. Volunteers cannot be nominated again for the same role for the same organisation as in previous years. They CAN be nominated for a different role within the same organisation or for any other volunteering they do.
Peerie Trows - CHILDRENS AWARD (AGED 11 AND UNDER)

EXAMPLES OF VOLUNTEERING ACTIVITIES – FOR GUIDANCE ONLY
· School Lunchtime or playtime activities – not included in the curriculum activities
· Volunteer Buddy at school
· Raising money for charities or others e.g. Children in Need etc

· Fundraising

· Beach cleans/litter picking – Voar Redd Up etc.

· Helping at the hall or other charities, groups etc– teas, setting up chairs etc.

· Helping a neighbour

· Helping out with younger members at sports groups, brownies etc

· Visiting a care home to play music (non-school activity)




       PTO
Willin Haands – ADULT AWARD (26 AND OVER)
EXAMPLES OF VOLUNTEERING ACTIVITIES – FOR GUIDANCE ONLY
· Volunteering formally with clubs and charities
· Helping out a neighbour with shopping, fetching prescriptions, taking them to appointments, mowing the grass or odd jobs etc

· Social visits to a lonely neighbour, checking in with them
· School boards / PTAs etc

· Christmas party committee/organiser

· Youth club volunteer

· Hall committee / Trustee or Board member

· Flowers for the church, playing the organ, etc

· Sports coaching for other adults or children’s groups

· Fundraising

· Sunday teas / baking etc

· Someone who goes that ‘extra mile’

· Agricultural Shows

All nominations for consideration must be submitted to Voluntary Action Shetland: in writing, electronically on the approved nomination form, or by email.  Paper forms can be requested via telephone, email or at Market House reception.

Contact: Voluntary Action Shetland 
01595 743910 
VASVolunteering@shetland.org
Market House, 14 Market St, Lerwick, Shetland.  ZE1 0JP

Facebook – Voluntary Action Shetland Volunteering
Instagram – vas_volunteering_shetland

To view our privacy policy please go to our website:   https://www.voluntaryactionshetland.com/privacy  
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